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The Arizona Private Education Scholarship Fund is a School Tuition 
Organization (STO) developed under the guidelines of the Arizona 
Private School Tuition Tax Credit Law of 1997. APESF was founded 
and incorporated in 1998 to provide educational scholarships to 
qualified students attending private K through 12 schools in the 
state of Arizona. APESF utilizes re-directed state tax dollars available 
through the Arizona Private School Tuition Tax Credit Law and 
general donations to fulfill its mission. Our primary objective is to 
provide sustainable financial support to any qualified student and 
family who desires to make a choice in their educational provider.

In accordance with Arizona State law, APESF directs its support 
toward the student only, not the school. Therefore, all scholarships 
are awarded to the student applicant regardless of the qualified 
private school they have selected to attend. Our decisions to award 
scholarships take into careful consideration: 

the financial need of the student•	
the individual merits of each student•	
the ongoing sustainability of the student’s private education •	
through our awards
the recommendations of potential recipient students by our •	
donors, partner schools and individuals

Members of the APESF Board of Directors have a long and rich 
heritage in the State of Arizona as visionaries, leaders and significant 
supporters of private education. APESF is committed to preserving 
real choices for our children’s education and the significant impact 
these choices make on our collective futures. 

The Arizona Private Education Scholarship Fund, Inc. is a tax exempt 
organization pursuant to federal law, Section 501 (c) (3) Federal I.D. 
number 86-0958161. 



tax credit
scholarships...
easy as A-B-C

Participating students must be enrolled 
in a qualified private school in K-12 grade. 
Students entering kindergarten in August 
may apply in the fall of the previous year, but 
must be enrolled at the time a scholarship 
is awarded.

The recommendation of a specific student 
or school is allowed with the understanding 
that it does not gaurantee that a scholarship 
will be awarded. The final decision to award 
scholarships is up to the complete and sole 
discretion of APESF.

Reciprocity or recommendation “swapping” 
of any kind is strictly prohibited. 

For more information, please visit our 
website at www.apesf.org.

Other Facts

B e wise! Married taxpayers filing 
a joint return are allowed an 
annual credit of up to $1000, 
single taxpayers up to $500, 

and  married taxpayers filing separate returns 
are allowed up to $500 for each individual.

A Arizona Private School Tuition 
Tax Credit Law, A.R.S. Section 
43-1089, allows taxpayers 
to re-direct their state taxes 

to organizations that provide educational 
scholarships to private school students in  
the state of Arizona.

C Credit yourself with knowing 
that simply completing the 
attached contribution form 
and sending it to APESF with 

your check will provide a student or students 
scholarships that would NOT be available 
without YOUR help!

Arizona Private Education Scholarship Fund, Inc.

DONATION FORM
Donor’s 
Name(s)	

Address	  

	

Phone  		   

Email	

	 Please send my receipt by:     Email    Mail

Amount $		   Last 4 digits of SSN	

  Check      Visa       MasterCard     AMEX     Discover   

Card #:					      

Exp. Date:		    Security Code: 	
			   (3 or 4 digit number on back of card)

I/We the Taxpayer(s)/Donor(s) understand that Arizona law allows an annual 
credit up to $1000 for married taxpayers and $500 or single. No less than 90% of re-
directed Arizona income tax dollars received by APESF will be awarded for tuition 
scholarships. Donations must be postmarked or delivered to APESF by December 
31 to receive a tax credit for the current year. Receipts will be mailed or emailed by 
January 31 of each year.  My/Our donation is pursuant to A.R.S. Section 43-1089.

Signature: 	

I/We recommend that our tax credit contribution be considered 
for an award to:  (choose one of the following options)

	 Students applying to the General Scholarship Fund

	 Students attending:   	
 		                                                                                             School Name                   

	 Student(s) Name:	  

	 School Enrolled:	

	 The recommendation of a specific student does not imply a 
guaranteed award. All final decisions to award scholarships are up to 
the complete and sole discretion of APESF. 

	 Reciprocity or recommendation “swapping” is strictly prohibited. This 
recommendation is not knowingly being made with that intention.

	 Arizona statute prohibits the recommendation of the donor’s 
dependent(s) as a potential scholarship recipient.

Please make check payable to “APESF”.  Checks referencing the 
name of a student or school will not be accepted.

By making a recommendation to the Selection Committee, I/We 
acknowledge the following: (please inital)





http://apesf.org/our_mission
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43-1089. Credit for contributions to school tuition organization; definitions
A. A credit is allowed against the taxes imposed by this title for the amount of
voluntary cash contributions by the taxpayer or on the taxpayer's behalf pursuant to
section 43-401, subsection H during the taxable year to a school tuition organization,
but not exceeding:
1. Five hundred dollars in any taxable year for a single individual or a head of
household.
2. Eight hundred twenty-five dollars in taxable year 2005 for a married couple filing
a joint return.
3. One thousand dollars in taxable year 2006 and any subsequent taxable year for a
married couple filing a joint return.
B. A husband and wife who file separate returns for a taxable year in which they
could have filed a joint return may each claim only one-half of the tax credit that
would have been allowed for a joint return.
C. If the allowable tax credit exceeds the taxes otherwise due under this title on the
claimant's income, or if there are no taxes due under this title, the taxpayer may
carry the amount of the claim not used to offset the taxes under this title forward for
not more than five consecutive taxable years' income tax liability.
D. The credit allowed by this section is in lieu of any deduction pursuant to section
170 of the internal revenue code and taken for state tax purposes.
E. The tax credit is not allowed if the taxpayer designates the taxpayer's contribution
to the school tuition organization for the direct benefit of any dependent of the
taxpayer.
F. A school tuition organization that receives a voluntary cash contribution pursuant
to subsection A shall report electronically to the department, in a form prescribed by
the department, by February 28 of each year the following information:
1. The name, address and contact name of the school tuition organization.
2. The total number of contributions received during the previous calendar year.
3. The total dollar amount of contributions received during the previous calendar
year.
4. The total number of children awarded educational scholarships or tuition grants
during the previous calendar year.
5. The total dollar amount of educational scholarships and tuition grants awarded
during the previous calendar year.
6. For each school to which educational scholarships or tuition grants were awarded:
(a) The name and address of the school.
(b) The number of educational scholarships and tuition grants awarded during the
previous calendar year.
(c) The total dollar amount of educational scholarships and tuition grants awarded
during the previous calendar year.
G. For the purposes of this section:
1. "Handicapped student" means a student who has any of the following conditions:
(a) Hearing impairment.
(b) Visual impairment.
(c) Developmental delay.
(d) Preschool severe delay.
(e) Speech/language impairment.
2. "Qualified school" means a nongovernmental primary school or secondary school
or a preschool for handicapped students that is located in this state, that does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, handicap, familial status or national origin
and that satisfies the requirements prescribed by law for private schools in this state
on January 1, 1997.
3. "School tuition organization" means a charitable organization in this state that is
exempt from federal taxation under section 501(c)(3) of the internal revenue code
and that allocates at least ninety per cent of its annual revenue for educational
scholarships or tuition grants to children to allow them to attend any qualified school
of their parents' choice. In addition, to qualify as a school tuition organization the
charitable organization shall provide educational scholarships or tuition grants to
students without limiting availability to only students of one school.
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Current Year’s Credit
 1a Qualifying Contributions Made to:
 Name of school tuition organization:  
 Address of school tuition organization:  
   
  Amount of contributions made to school tuition organization named on line 1a ......... 1a

 1b Qualifying Contributions Made to:
 Name of school tuition organization:  
 Address of school tuition organization:  
   
  Amount of contributions made to school tuition organization named on line 1b ......... 1b

  If you made contributions to more than 2 school tuition organizations, attach a separate schedule.

 1c Total contributions made to school tuition organizations during 2009 ...........................................................  1c
 2 Single taxpayers or heads of household, enter $500 here.  Married taxpayers enter $1000 here ................  2
 3 Current year’s credit:  enter the smaller of line 1c or line 2.  If you are married fi ling a separate return,

enter one-half of the smaller of line 1c or line 2 .............................................................................................  3

Available Credit Carryover
(a)

Taxable Year
from which you are
carrying the credit

(b)

Original Credit Amount

(c)

Amount Previously Used

(d)

Available Carryover:
Subtract column (c) from column (b).

 4 2004

 5 2005

 6 2006

 7 2007

 8 2008

 9 TOTAL AVAILABLE CARRYOVER .......................................................

Total Available Credit
 10 Current year’s credit:  enter the amount from line 3 ......................................................................................  10
 11 Available credit carryover from line 9, column (d) ..........................................................................................  11
 12 Total available credit.  Add line 10 and line 11.  Enter the total here and see the instructions ......................  12

Your Name as shown on Form 140, 140NR, 140PY or 140X Your Social Security No.

Spouse’s Name as shown on Form 140, 140NR, 140PY or 140X (if joint return) Spouse’s Social Security No.

For the calendar year 2009, or

fi scal year beginning  M M D D Y Y Y Y   and ending  M M D D Y Y Y Y  .

Attach to your return.

Credit for Contributions to Private School Tuition Organizations
Do not use this form for contributions or amounts paid to a public school.

See Form 322 for contributions or amounts paid to public schools.
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Phone Numbers 
 
If you have questions, please call one of the following numbers: 
 

Phoenix (602) 255-3381 
From area codes 520 & 928 toll-free (800) 352-4090 
Hearing impaired TDD user 
Phoenix (602) 542-4021 
From area codes 520 & 928 toll-free (800) 397-0256 

 
You may also visit our web site at: www.azdor.gov 
 
General Instructions 
 
NOTE: Starting in 2010, you may be able to make credit 
eligible contributions to a school tuition organization 
through payroll withholding.  Check with your employer to 
see if your employer has agreed to withhold contributions 
that qualify for this credit from your pay. 
 
Arizona law provides a credit for contributions made to a 
school tuition organization that provides scholarships or 
grants to qualified schools. 
 
The credit is equal to the amount contributed.  However, for 
single taxpayers or heads of household, the credit cannot 
exceed $500.  For married taxpayers that file a joint return, 
the credit cannot exceed $1,000.  If married taxpayers file 
separate returns, each spouse may claim only ½ of the credit 
that would have been allowed on a joint return. 
 
If the allowable tax credit is more than your tax or if you 
have no tax, you may carry the unused credit forward for up 
to the next 5 years. 
 
This credit is available only to individuals.  Corporations 
may not claim this credit. A partnership may not pass the 
credit through to its partners. An S corporation may not pass 
the credit through to its shareholders. 
 
A school tuition organization is an organization that meets 
all of the following: 
 
 The organization is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(3) 

of the Internal Revenue Code. 
 
 The organization allocates at least 90 percent of its 

annual revenue to scholarships or grants. 
 
 The organization makes its scholarships or grants 

available to students of more than one qualified 
school. 

 
A qualified school is a nongovernmental primary or a 
secondary school located in Arizona, or a preschool for 
handicapped students located in Arizona. The school cannot 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin.  The primary school must begin 
with kindergarten and the secondary school must end with 
grade 12. 
 
In the case of a preschool for handicapped students, a 
handicapped student is a student who has any of the 
following conditions: 
 

 Hearing impairment. 
 Visual impairment. 
 Preschool moderate delay. 
 Preschool severe delay. 
 Preschool speech or language delay. 
 
To determine if your contributions qualify for this credit, 
you should ask the organization if it meets all of the 
requirements.  
Your donation to the school tuition organization will not 
qualify for the credit if you designate the donation for the 
direct benefit of your dependent.  
You cannot claim both a tax credit and an itemized 
deduction for the amount of contributions made to a school 
tuition organization for which you are claiming a credit.  
Before claiming this credit, make sure the school tuition 
organization issues you a receipt for the contributions.  
The receipt should show all of the following:  
 the name and address of the school tuition organization 
 the name of the taxpayer 
 the amount paid 
 the date paid  
Please keep this receipt with your tax records.  
For more information on school tax credits, see the Arizona 
Department of Revenue brochure, Pub 707, School Tax 
Credits.  To get a copy of this brochure, visit our web site or 
call one of the numbers listed on this page of these 
instructions. 
 
Line-by-Line Instructions 
 
Lines 1a, 1b, and 1c - 
 
Enter the name and address of the school tuition 
organization to which you made contributions. Also enter 
the amount contributed to the school tuition organization. 
 
If you made contributions to 2 school tuition organizations, 
also complete line 1b. 
 
If you made contributions to 3 or more school tuition 
organizations, complete an additional schedule. The 
schedule should show the same information required on line 
1a for each of the additional school tuition organizations to 
which you made contributions. 
 
Add the amount of contributions made to all school tuition 
organizations listed on lines 1a, 1b, and any additional 
schedule. Enter the total on line 1c. 
 
Line 2 - 
 
Single taxpayers and taxpayers filing as head of household, 
enter $500 here.  Married taxpayers enter $1,000 here. 
 
Line 3 - 
 
Enter the smaller of line 1c or line 2. If you are married 
filing a separate return, enter ½ of the smaller of line 1c or 
line 2 here.  This is the current year's credit. 
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Lines 4 through 9 – Available Credit 
Carryover 
 
Use lines 4 through 9 to figure your total available credit 
carryover from taxable years 2004 through 2008.  Complete 
lines 4 through 9 if you claimed this credit on a return for 
one of these years and the credit was more than your tax. 
 
NOTE:  You may carry over only that portion of the credit 
that you do not apply to tax.  You cannot carry over any 
amount that you gave that was more than the amount 
allowed as a credit.  For example: During 2009, Mary, a 
single person, gave $700 to a school tuition organization.  
For 2009, Mary is allowed a credit of $500. Mary’s 2009 tax 
is $400.  Mary may carryover $100 of the unused $500 
credit to 2010.  Mary cannot claim any credit for the $200 
gift that was more than the allowable credit ($700 minus 
allowable credit of $500). 
 
In column (b), enter the credit originally computed for the 
taxable year listed in column (a).  In column (c), enter the 
amount of the credit from that taxable year which you have 
already used.  Subtract the amount in column (c) from the 
amount in column (b) and enter the difference in column (d).  
Add the amounts entered on lines 4 through 8 in column (d).  
Enter the total on line 9, column (d).  
Lines 10 through 12 - Total Available Credit 
 
Use lines 10 through 12 to figure your total available credit 
for 2009.  
Line 10 - 
 
Enter the amount from line 3 here. If you are married filing a 
separate return, you may take only ½ of the credit that would 
otherwise be allowed on a joint return. 
 
Line 11 - 
 
Available credit carryover from prior taxable years.  Enter 
the amount from line 9, column (d). 
 
Line 12 - 
 
Total available credit.  Add line 10 and line 11.  Enter the 
total here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If this is the only credit that you are claiming, and the credit 
shown on line 12 is equal to or less than your Arizona tax 
minus the clean elections fund tax reduction, enter the amount 
from line 12 on Form 140, page 1, line 27 or Form 140NR, 
page 1, line 29, or Form 140PY, page 1, line 30.  
 
If you are claiming the family income tax credit or other 
credits from only Forms 310, 321, and/or 322, complete the 
following worksheet, or one of the credit worksheets in the 
Form 310, 321, or 322 instructions.  
 
Credit Worksheet 
1. Enter your Arizona tax less the 

clean elections fund tax reduction 
and family income tax credit if 
applicable. 

 

2. Enter the credit from Form 310, 
line 18. 

 

3. Enter the credit from Form 321, 
line 13. 

 

4. Enter the credit from Form 322, 
line 12. 

 

5. Enter the credit from Form 323, 
line 12. 

 

6. Add the amounts on lines 2, 3, 4, 
and 5. Enter the result. 

 

Compare the amount on line 6 to the amount on line 1.  
If the amount on line 6 is equal to or less than the amount 
on line 1, do one of the following:  
 If filing Form 140, enter the amount from line 6 on 

Form 140, page 1, line 27.  
 If filing form 140NR, enter the amount from line 6 on 

Form 140NR, page 1, line 29.  
 If filing form 140PY, enter the amount from line 6 on 

Form 140PY, page 1, line 30.  
If the amount on line 6 is more than the amount on line 1, 
you must complete Form 301. 
 
If you are claiming nonrefundable credits from forms other 
than Form 310, 321, 322, and/or 323, you must complete 
Form 301. 
 
If you have to complete Form 301, enter the amount from 
Form 323, line 12 on Form 301, page 1, line 15. 
 
NOTE:  If you are married, and file a separate return, you 
may take only one-half of the total credit that would 
otherwise be allowed on a joint return. 
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